
 

 
 

PO Box 44 
Bonny Hills 2445 
 
bhpa@bonnyhills.org.au 
 
 

 
The General Manager 
Port Macquarie Hastings Council 
Mr Craig Swift-McNair 
PO Box 84 
Port Macquarie      2444 
 
 
 
Dear Craig, 
 
Attached is a briefing paper from the Bonny Hills Progress Association for your 
information.  This is a revision of the briefing we provided your predecessor and the Mayor 
in October 2012. 
 
The BHPA would welcome the opportunity to discuss the issues and opportunities raised 
with you and ask that you contact the Association on the above email address or by phoning 
me on 6585 4485 to arrange a suitable time to meet in Bonny Hills. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Phil Hafey 
Secretary 
BHPA 
26 August 2014 
 

 

cc: Peter Besseling 

mailto:bhpa@bonnyhills.org.au
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Bonny Hills Progress Association Inc 
 
 

Background briefing paper for the  
 

PMHC General Manager 
 

 26 August 2014 
 
 
 

Introduction 
As this will be BHPA’s first official contact with the new General Manager, the briefing 
document has been framed as a basis for a ‘get to know you’ meeting.  It aims to 
describe who we are, what we do, our bona fides, and the key issues and opportunities 
that we will be bringing to the table, as well as our broad fit within the wider PMHC 
region and its associated community organisations. 
 
 

Bonny Hills and its Community 
Located 25k south of Port Macquarie on the coast between Lake Cathie and North 
Haven. 
Population about 3000 (2011 census). 
 
Bonny Hills [BH] has progressed from being a small holiday location in a rural coastal 
setting for local and tablelands people, to now include mostly permanent residents who 
work and go to school in nearby towns including Port Macquarie; as well as a growing 
body of retirees. 
 
 

BHPA and its Charter 
Bonny Hills Progress Association [BHPA] is an Incorporated body1 whose membership 
includes residents of the village of Bonny Hills NSW 2445 and other interested parties, 
and is represented by a committee elected at the Annual General Meeting held in March 
– see Appendix 1.  The core objectives of BHPA are described in Appendix 2, and 
centre around delivering on the vision of the Bonny Hills community. 
 
 

Bonny Hills Vision 
The community’s clear vision for Bonny Hills is to conserve our surrounding natural 
environment and wildlife, maintain our village character, promote safe roads, ensure 
clean water and sustain our community’s quality of lifestyle by ensuring well-planned 
and environmentally sensitive development. 
 
Further detail is attached as Appendix 3. 

                                                 
1
An incorporated body, BHPA complies with the relevant provisions under the Associations Incorporations 

Act 1984, and the Associations Incorporation Regulation 1999, administered by the Director General of the 
NSW Dept of Fair Trading. 
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Key issues for Bonny Hills 

The 2014/15 summary workplan for the BHPA committee is attached as Appendix 4.  
This outlines the key strategic, reactive and communication issues upon which the 
BHPA committee is focusing.   
 
The strategic issues identified therein are listed here as: 
 

1. Assisting Council with the delivery of actions outlined in Master Plan for the three 
Reserves in Bonny Hills.   

2. Conservation of our environment and wildlife 
3. Provision of safe roads and pathways 
4. Maintaining the “Village Character” of Bonny Hills, which includes the elements 

of safety and crime prevention. 
5. Ensuring a high standard of water quality in Duchess Creek which flows out onto 

Rainbow Beach 
 

The desired outcomes and progress to this point are summarised in Appendix 4.  We 
expand on some of these here. 
 
Ocean Drive 
The inadequacy of many sections and intersections along Ocean Drive is a constant 
source of concern to residents of BH and adjacent towns, particularly at night.  Cyclists 
and pedestrians use sections of this road at their peril. 
 

a) Standard of maintenance of road surface 
b) Road width –which needs to include provision of safe walking/cycle tracks where 

road shoulders are dangerously narrow, too steep or in poor condition. 
c) Imperative for completion of LATM works before the new Stingray Creek Bridge 

opens.   
 
The issues are greatly exacerbated by the large number of truck movements to and from 
the Grant’s Head quarry (see section at the bottom of P3 on this). 
 
Adjacent roads 
Walkway required between Seafront Circuit and Rainbow Beach reserve along Beach 
St.  This is a popular route for pedestrians with fast moving traffic and poorly drained 
verges along Beach St. 
 
Master Plans for the three Bonny Hills Reserves 
BHPA worked closely with Mr Jeffery Sharp and his staff in relation to these plans – 
focusing heavily on ensuring community participation.  Council signed off on the final 
Master Plan on 27 June 2012, and BHPA, together with Council staff, drew up an 
agreed action plan.  This is now the area of focus with progress made on a number of 
fronts already, and others being works in progress. 
 
Conservation of our environment and wildlife 
The absence of an accepted Vegetation Management Plan means that protection of 
areas of natural vegetation, including wildlife corridors is threatened because when 
developments are proposed there are no agreed guidelines for developers or consent 
authorities.  Our community (and that of our wider LGA) regard this as having a very 
high priority. BHPA has expressed its frustration over the ‘snail pace’ of progress in this 
regard, most recently in a letter to the Mayor expressing concern regarding Councillor’s 
response to lobbying by developers (May 2014).  The inadequacy of wildlife corridors in 
the Area 14 Master Plan is a clear example of planning in the absence of sound policy 
and guidelines. 
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Water Quality in Duchess Creek 
This has been a major concern for Bonny Hills residents for years as the outflow is onto 
the main beach at RBR, and this Creek runs past the LC-BH STP.  We have been 
working closely with Council staff following the STP augmentation to track water quality 
changes and possible sources of unpredictable ‘spikes’ in contamination.  
 
Weekly water sampling is conducted for regulatory purposes, but has proven to be an 
inadequate means of tracking down the sources of contamination.  The possibility of 
non-human sources was strongly on the radar at one point, but this line of investigation 
has been discontinued.  Leaks from infrastructure have been discounted after a 
thorough audit, and currently the focus is on investigating the possibility of underground 
lateral water movement from holding ponds. 
 
Safety and crime prevention 
Council Officers and members of the constabulary have been very helpful in working 
together with us – both on a proactive and reactive basis. 

 
Other issues 
 

Increase in extraction rate by 60% from Grants Head quarry  

 This is a substantial issue for Bonny Hills residents.  In its submission to Council, 
the BHPA objected to the application on the grounds that the impacts of the 
existing operation of trucks through Bonny Hills on residents were already well 
beyond what was reasonable for the community to bear, and BHPA did not 
believe that the proposed expansion could be achieved without a significant 
increase in impacts on the community. 

 Subsequently Council’s DAP approved the application subject to some 
conditions, one of which was existing – to build a passing lane at the entrance to 
the quarry. 

 Monitoring compliance is now the main avenue for BHPA and residents to 
ensure minimal additional impacts 

 A number of recent truck accidents has ensured that this issue will remain on the 
radar for BH residents. 
 
Submissions regarding larger developments 

BHPA submissions regarding larger developments in and adjacent to Bonny Hills, (like 
Area 14) have focussed heavily on “unintended” consequences and impacts on existing 
infrastructure, amenities and facilities, most of which are struggling to satisfy the current 
population.  The state of Ocean Drive running through BH [and Lake Cathie] is a prime 
example.  Environmental impacts also loom large in these submissions which can be 
viewed on our website. 
 

Requirement for a site to locate light industrial business. 
A previous GM had rather strong views regarding the need for such a site in the vicinity 
of Lake Cathie/Bonny Hills and the preferred location for same.  Greatly improved 
consultation is needed in relation to this proposal as his views would not be endorsed by 
many sections of the community. 
 
  Proposed site for a waste transfer facility 
Similarly improved consultation is needed in regard to a proposal that this be located on 
the corner of Ocean Drive and Houston Mitchell Drive.  The concerns about this location 
relate to environmental and aesthetic considerations. 
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  Playing fields and School 
The proposal to have these located adjacent to Area 14 with access off Ocean Drive is 
in accord with BHPA views 
 

 Council’s consultative record 
BHPA has had favourable experiences with Council staff as a broad generalisation.  
There have been exceptions and we are aware that some sections of the community 
have been less impressed.  Suffice to say that this is something that needs to be 
continually worked on, and underpinning effective communication there needs to be well 
designed communication plans which are taken seriously by Councillors and Council 
staff.  BHPA made a submission to Council in April 2014 to this effect (Community 
Participation Policy). 
 

Relationship with Council and the wider regional perspective 
a) The numerous linkages between Council’s 2014-15 Operational Plan and the BH 

Vision were covered in BHPA’s submission in April 2014. 
b) Linkage with Council’s Coastal and Estuaries Committee – none presently. 
c) A working relationship is being developed with other local Progress Associations 

 

Where to from here? 
1. BHPA needs to gain an understanding of the new GM’s proposed modus 

operandi given that the primary reason for his predecessor’s departure appeared 
to be a disagreement with Councillors over his mode of operation, (which from 
the outside we found to be very professional). 

2. The tight budget constraints mean that BHPA has to ensure that BH residents 
get a reasonable share of the pie and that this share is allocated to the highest 
priorities - both within BH and in the LGA generally. 

 
 
Roger Barlow and Phil Hafey 
on behalf of the BHPA Committee 
 
26/08/2014 
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Appendix 1 
 

 

BHPA committee and membership 
 
Currently circulation of minutes is to around 80 households; with the Community 
Newsletter being delivered to all households in Bonny Hills.  The committee consists of: 
 
President –    Roger Barlow 
Vice President –   Bill Howell 
Secretary –    Phil Hafey 
Treasurer –    Florence Williams 
Publicity Officer –   Pam Barlow 
 
Committee members 

Bernadette Chance 
Carmel Power 
David Rogers 
Joyce Wulff 
Lucas Tubergen 
Penny Marshall 
Tami Hickey 

     
Contact details 
PO Box 44 Bonny Hills 2445 
Secretary:  6585 4485 
Email: bhpa@bonnyhills.org.au 
Website: www.bonnyhills.org.au 
 
 

Appendix 2 
 

The core objectives of the BHPA are to: 
 

 Capture and verify the BH community’s aspirations and expectations (hereafter referred 
to as the ‘Vision’) for the village of BH and its supporting amenities and facilities. 

 Pursue the community’s Vision for the future of Bonny Hills, striving for balanced, 
sustainable and planned growth to benefit the well being of the community and 
environment by communicating this visionto relevant agencies and authoritiesand 
representing the BH community’s views in relation to  

o Required facilities and amenities and  
o proposed developments that are likely to impact on the broader BH community to 

ensure that they conform with community expectations and comply with relevant 
rules and regulations 

 Provide feedback to the BH community about the BHPA strategies and progress on 
actions designed to deliver the Vision 

 Encourage initiatives by community members and organisations that conform with and 
support the BH Vision  

 Recognise that there are many other entities that provide valued services to the BH 
community and that these services are additional and generally complementary to those 
contained in the BHPA charter  

mailto:bhpa@bonnyhills.org.au
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Appendix 3 
 

Bonny Hills Community Vision
2
 

 
 
 
The community’s clear vision for Bonny Hills is to conserve our surrounding 
natural environment and wildlife, maintain our village character, promote safe 
roads, ensure clean water and sustain our community’s quality of lifestyle by 
ensuring well-planned and environmentally sensitive development. 
 
 
Conservation of our natural environment and wildlife 

 Effective wildlife corridors which also provide green separation between villages: no 
development on floodplain (which is potentially habitat for various threatened species). 

 ‘Habitat Protection’ zonings in new LEP to ensure long term viability of corridors 

 Entire coastal vegetation strip from Bonny Hills to Lake Cathie remains intact, restored 
and protected, with no development close to or visible from the beach.  

 Eco–sensitive tourism development focusing on natural environmental features: 
(encourage thriving koala population, birdlife etc).  

 
 

Maintaining village character and quality of lifestyle 
 Village atmosphere maintained and scale of development suited to this aim 

 Safe and congenial environment for all the community 

 Open space for both passive and active recreation, with sporting fields near school 

 Encourage development of appropriate facilities and amenities for the diverse range of 
people in Bonny Hills, particularly younger people

3
 

 
 
Ensuring safe roads for people and wildlife 

 Safe roads throughout, with  
o Pedestrian and cycle routes between Lake Cathie and Bonny Hills linking 

beaches, lake, wetland areas and open space; as well as to National Parks to 
the West.  

o No North/South collector road built through wetland corridor. 
o  Reduced traffic speeds on Ocean Drive. 
o Safe road ‘crossings’ as part of wildlife corridors 

 
 
Water quality and management 

 Clean water and beach  

 Total water cycle managed, with dual water reticulation systems 

 
 
 

                                                 
2
Bonny Hills Community Vision adopted June 2004 and re-endorsed as Bonny Hills Progress Association’s 

charter at 2008 Annual General Meeting, and confirmed by a survey of Bonny Hills residents in 2008. 

 
3
 Note that there is a need to consider the aggregate set of facilities and amenities across adjacent villages 

from Lake Cathie, Bonny Hills, North Haven and Laurieton, provided suitable transport links are in place. 
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Appendix 4  
 

Current BH Progress Association Projects 
 

Updated 16/08/14 
 

The Progress Association’s work plan 2014/15 provides an overview of the project areas 
to be managed by Committee members over this period.  More detailed information can 
be found in the Minutes, Briefings, Newsletters and Submissions sections of the BHPA 
website – www.bonnyhills.org.au 
 
 

2014/15 Summary work plan 
Key Issue Desired 

outcome 
Actions 
required 
 

By 
whom 

By 
when 

Progress to 
August  2014 

Strategic issues 
 

     

Reserves Master Plans 
 
 
 

A proactive 
approach is 
important 
regarding 
planning what 
the community 
wants the three 
BH Reserves to 
look like in the 
future.   

Work with Council 
- the lead agency - 
to facilitate 
communication 
with, and 
participation by the 
community 
regarding delivery 
of the Plan. 

Roger B, 
Phil H, 
Joyce W 
and  
Tami H 

Report 
progress 
to 
committee 
monthly  

The action plan has been 
agreed (see website for 
detail) and the actions are 
being executed from the 
highest priority down. 
Revegetation of the 
frontal dunes and 
upgrading the playground 
at RBR are the current 
foci.  Grant funding will be 
needed to complete the 
latter, with many 
applications submitted 
already. 

Support for Skate Park 
expansion 
 

An enhanced 
facility for BH 
youth 

Provide support 
for the committee 
overseeing this 
development as 
required and as 
appropriate to our 
resources. 
 
Provision of toilets 
is the priority. 

Roger B 
Phil H 
Bill H  

Report 
progress 
to 
committee 

This links with the 
Reserves Master Plans 
above.  The application 
for a Grant of $35k from 
CBPP was successful, 
with matching funds from 
PMHC.  Work on this was 
completed in June. 

Conservation of our 
natural environment 
and wildlife 
 

Integrity of the 
native 
vegetation and 
associated 
wildlife - 
guaranteed 
protection via 
recognised 
planning 
instruments 
 

Pursue the 
development of 
acceptable Koala 
and Vegetation  
Management 
Plans 
 

Penny M 
 
 

Report to 
committee 
monthly 
 

Council has released draft 
Vegetation and Koala 
Mapping studies and from 
these will develop a 
Biodiversity Strategy.  
 
Our submission is on the 
website.  These maps 
have yet to be ratified by 
Council – an essential 
step before the Strategy 
can be developed. 
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Key Issue Desired 
outcome 

Actions 
required 
 

By 
whom 

By 
when 

Progress to 
August  2014 

Maintaining village 
character and quality 
of lifestyle 
 
 
 
 
 
Major new development 
applications/processes 
in BH and adjacent areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grants Head Quarry – 
proposed increase in 
extraction rate 
 

Safe 
environment 
providing 
‘village’ amenity 
and facilities 
 
 
 
 
That these 
developments 
comply with 
community 
expectations 
and Council’s 
and other 
government 
agencies’ 
regulations 
 
 
A reasonable 
level of impacts 
on the BH 
community 
 
 

Proactive 
interaction with 
police and 
community. 
 
Sporting and 
recreational – 
linked to Reserves  
 
Area 14 etc – 
communication 
plan and watching 
brief to respond to 
DAs  
 
An appropriate 
industrial site 
developed for this 
part of the region 
[BH/LC] 
 
Response by 
BHPA and BH 
residents with 
follow up actions 
as required. 

Community 
Strength 
Group  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joyce W 
Phil H 
 
Penny M – 
to provide 
the RAN 
link 
 
 
 
 
 
Roger B 
and Phil H 

Now on 
hold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reactive 
at one 
level but 
very 
important 
to monitor 
and report 
as 
needed. 
 
 
 
As 
dictated 
by Council 
advice  
 
 

The Community Strength 
Group has promoted 
events at rainbow Beach 
Reserve – Carols on the 
Deck has been handed 
over to the W-BHSLSC.   
 
 
 
See the relevant 
submissions and briefing 
papers on the BHPA web 
site.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submissions were made 
to Council’s Development 
Assessment Panel in 
June 2013 but the 
application was approved 
with little change (see 
website for detail).  
Monitoring compliance is 
the priority now.  

Water quality in 
Duchess creek 

Safe levels of 
microflora and 
nutrients in DC 
and its outflow 
into the ocean 
on Rainbow 
Beach 

Follow up on water 
quality data with 
PMHC staff 
regarding a 
systematic 
approach to 
pinning down 
source[s] of 
contamination and 
possible health 
implications. 
 

Roger B Report to 
committee 
as data 
come to 
hand. 

Pinning down sources of 
possible contamination 
has proven to be very 
elusive over quite a long 
period of time.   
Progress by Council using 
a more systematic 
approach in 2013 has 
been reported in the BH 
Newsletters, which are on 
the website.  Above 
ground infrastructure 
leakage has been ruled 
out and the current focus 
is on the possibility of 
lateral ground water 
movement. 
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Key Issue Desired 
Outcome 

Actions 
required 

By 
Whom 

By 
when 

Progress to Nov 
2014 

Ensuring safe roads, 
tracks and pathways 
for people and wildlife 
 

A safe road and 
traffic scenario 
for BH 
residents and 
the traveling 
public + wildlife. 
 
Minimise the 
impacts of 
heavy traffic. 
 
 
 

The state of 
Ocean Drive 
through the 
village, the 
increasing traffic 
load, and safe 
cycle and walk 
ways through BH 
are priorities. 
 
PMHC to be ‘kept 
honest’ regarding 
progress on 
priorities. 

Bill H 
Phil H 

Report 
progress to 
monthly 
committee 
meetings 

The BH LATM (local 
area traffic 
management) is part of 
Council’s rolling works 
program.   
Monitoring progress 
regarding roll-out of this 
plan and works along 
Ocean Drive has proven 
to be a challenge.  We 
now have a commitment 
from Council to identify 
and work through the 
priorities for BH roads 
and pathways. This is a 
work in progress.  

Community Hall 
Extensions 

The primary 
aim here is to 
enhance the 
Hall facility with 
two small 
meeting rooms 
upstairs.   

A feasibility 
planning and 
costing phase was 
the first step. 
Subsequently this 
project was ‘folded 
into’ the Reserves 
Master Planning 
process – see item 
above 

Bill H as 
part of a 
community 
based 
committee 
of hall 
users. 

On hold This project was put on 
hold while the higher 
priority of providing 
public toilet facilities 
[now completed] for the 
Hall Reserve, and 
playground facilities for 
RBR were pursued.  
The need for these 
extensions should be 
revisited. 

Communication      

Discussions with 
Council and/or Council 
Officers 

Council aware 
of BH 
aspirations, 
issues and 
concerns, and 
progress in 
relation to 
these. 
 
Align with 
Council 
Strategic 
planning docs 
 

Meet with 
Councillors and/or 
Council Officers as 
required, providing 
briefing notes 
beforehand and 
summary notes 
following 
meetings. 

Roger B 
and Phil H 
plus other 
committee 
members 
as required 
 

As required, 
generally on 
an issue or 
opportunity 
basis 

A meeting with the 
Mayor and GM of PMHC 
in November 2012 laid 
out the concerns of, and 
opportunities for BH and 
its residents.  These 
were contained in a 
briefing paper which is 
provided on the web 
site.  Since then 
interactions with Council 
have been numerous 
and are recorded in the 
BHPA minutes of 
meetings – see website 
for detail. 

Web site for BH A web site 
centred on 
BHPA with 
provision for 
pages about 
Bonny Hills  

The BHPA website 
has been 
functional for two 
years. 
Maintenance and 
updating are now 
routine tasks 

Roger B 
 

Ongoing Routine updating and 
maintenance is carried 
out monthly.  See -
www.bonnyhills.org.au 
 

Bonny Hills Newsletter 
articles and press 
releases 

Convey BHPA 
information to 
residents on a 
regular basis 

Preparation of 
articles and press 
releases. 
 

Pam B In time for  
Newsletter 
and press 
releases 

All articles and press 
releases delivered on 
time.  Newsletters can 
be found on the website. 
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Key Issue Desired 
Outcome 

Actions 
required 

By 
Whom 

By 
when 

Progress to Nov 
2014 

Emails to BHPA 
membership 

Members kept 
abreast of 
issues and 
opportunities 
and of BHPA 
actions in 
relation to these 
 

Timely email 
messages out to 
all current and 
recent 
membership. 

Secretary 
Phil H 

As required This is a routine activity. 

Coast and Estuaries 
Committee delegate 

Keep BHPA 
informed of 
actions in 
relation to 
coastal issues 
relevant to BH 

Timely 
communication  

Phil H to 
communic
ate with 
relevant 
Council 
staff 

Following 
meetings of 
this 
Committee 

The conduit is through 
Matt Rogers. 
 

 
Liaise on common 
issues with other 
Progress Associations 
and RAN [Residents 
Action Network] 

 
Synchronisation 
of effort on 
issues of 
common 
interest with 
other PAs 

 
BHPA has defined 
the issues relevant 
to BH. 
Compare notes 
with other PAs 

 
Phil H and 
Roger B 

 
Ongoing 

 
RAN is coordinating 
meetings among the 
relevant groups. 
The next is to be hosted 
by the North Shore PA 
but a date has yet to be 
set. 
 
 

 

 
 


